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Mr Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

, Montenegro


, 

Serbia
 

and Albania

, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, and 

Georgia, align themselves with this statement. 

I would like to thank the Undersecretary General for Management, Mr Yukio Takasu, for 

introducing the report of the Secretary General on the Proposed Programme Budget Outline for 

the biennium 2016-17 and the Chair of the ACABQ, Mr Carlos Ruiz Massieu, for introducing 

the report of that Committee. 

Mr Chairman, 

As we have underlined ever since the current financial crisis hit so many of our countries, the 

member states of the European Union continue to face a difficult economic climate as do most 

member states.  This translates into continuing pressures on public finances in all our countries.  

Year after year, our governments have to make tough choices, reducing posts, freezing salaries 

and finding efficiencies.  This is the context in which we are asked to examine the Organisation's 

budget outline for the 2016-17 biennium. 

Against this backdrop, the forthcoming discussion should be an opportunity to make a real 

strategic assessment of resource needs and demonstrate an approach built on a real understanding 

of the costs of delivering mandates.  Yet again, however, we just see in the proposal before us a 

list of additions to the current budget.  This is extremely disappointing and is neither affordable 

nor sustainable.  We echo the view of ACABQ that we need to go beyond incremental 

budgeting, an approach that simply leads to automatic budget growth.  We all agree that the UN 

needs to deliver the mandates the member states have entrusted it with.  However, we need a 

budget based on a proper evaluation of what is actually necessary to carry out mandated 

activities. 

Mr Chairman, 

While the incremental way UN budgets are put together has to be by far the most serious 

concern, the presentation of the detail in the proposal before us also leaves something to be 

desired and is somewhat confusing as ACABQ has noted.  The methodology used by the 

Secretariat to build the outline is not explained; the figures are confusing and sometimes 

contradictory; the overall approach lacks strategic depth.  But however one looks at the 
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arguments as to how future costs should be presented and estimated, it is quite clear that their 

impact will lead to budget growth and on a scale that makes tackling it an imperative. 

Mr Chairman, 

We continue to believe that the current practice of recosting is unsustainable.  We have 

expressed this position numerous times in the past and the General Assembly recognized the 

need for a review in the 68
th

 session.  It is now our collective responsibility to act.  The recosting 

study due to come to us this session will, we hope, be an opportunity to look seriously at 

changing this questionable and unusual practice.  In the meantime, the Organisation needs to 

intensify efforts to innovate and improve working practices so as to manage resources as 

efficiently and effectively as possible and also to manage inflationary pressures.   Business as 

usual may be convenient but, in the face of the financial challenges the UN is confronted with 

today, it is simply no longer an option. 

We look forward to discussing these important issues constructively with all partners, with a 

view to reaching a consensus on much needed improvements that would enable this Organisation 

to deliver its mandates more efficiently. 

I thank you, Mr Chairman. 

 


